
from The New England Primer (c. 1683) 

 

A  
In ADAM'S Fall   

We sinned all.  

B  
Heaven to find;   

The Bible Mind.  

C  
Christ crucify'd   
For sinners dy'd.  

D  
The Deluge drown'd   
The Earth around.  

E  
ELIJAH hid   
By Ravens fed.  

F  
The judgment made   

FELIX afraid.  
 

G  
As runs the Glass,   

Our Life doth pass.  

H  
My Book and Heart   
Must never part.  

J  
JOB feels the Rod,--   
Yet blesses GOD.  

K  
Proud Korah's troop   
Was swallowed up  

L  

LOT fled to Zoar,   

Saw fiery Shower   
On Sodom pour.  

M  

MOSES was he   
Who Israel's Host   
Led thro' the Sea  

 

N  
NOAH did view   

The old world & new.  

O  

Young OBADIAS,   

DAVID, JOSIAS,   
All were pious.  

P  
PETER deny'd   

His Lord and cry'd.  

Q  
Queen ESTHER sues   

And saves the Jews.  

R  
Young pious RUTH,   
Left all for Truth.  

S  
Young SAM'L dear,   
The Lord did fear.  

 

T  
Young TIMOTHY   
Learnt sin to fly.  

V  
VASHTI for Pride   

Was set aside.  

W  
Whales in the Sea,   

GOD's Voice obey.  

X  
XERXES did die,   
And so must I.  

Y  
While youth do chear   
Death may be near.  

Z  

ZACCHEUS he   
Did climb the Tree   
Our Lord to see.  

 

A Lesson for Children. 
 

Pray to God. 
Love God. 
Fear God. 

Serve God. 
Take not God's Name in vain.  

Do not Swear. 
Do not Steal. 
Cheat not in your play. 

Play not with bad boys. 
Call no ill names. 

Use no ill words. 
Tell no lies. 
Hate Lies. 

Speak the Truth. 
Spend your Time well.  

Love your School. 
Mind your Book. 
Strive to learn. 

Be not a Dunce. 



from The New England Primer (c. 1683) 

[VERSES for Children.] 
 

AWAKE, arise, behold thou hast,  
Thy life a leaf, thy breath a blast;  

At night lay down prepar'd to have 
Thy sleep, thy death, thy bed, thy grave.  
LORD if thou lengthen out my days,  

Then let my heart so fixed be,  
That I may lengthen out thy praise,  

And never turn aside from thee.  
So in my end I shall rejoice,  
In thy salvation joyful be;  

My soul shall say with loud glad voice,  
JEHOVAH who is like to thee ?  

Who taketh the lambs into thy arms,  
And gently leadeth those with young,  
Who saveth children from all harms,  

Lord, I will praise thee with my song.  
And when my days on earth shall end,  

And I go hence and be here no more,  
Give me eternity to spend,  
My GOD to praise forever more. 

 
[Another.] 

 
Good children must,  
Fear God all day, Love Christ alway,  

Parents obey, In secret pray,  
No false thing say, Mind little play,  

By no sin stray, Make no delay,  
In doing good.  
 

[Another.] 
 

In the burying place may see,  
Graves shorter there than I,  

From death's arrest no age is free,  
Young children too must die.  
My God may such an awful sight,  

Awakening be to me !  
Oh ! that by early grace I might 

For death prepared be.  
 
[Another.] 

 
Now I lay me down to take my sleep,  

I pray the Lord my soul to keep,  
If I should die before I wake,  
I pray the Lord my soul to take.  

 
[Another.] 

 
First in the morning when thou dost awake,  
To God for his grace thy petition make,  

Some heavenly petition use daily to say,  
That the God of heaven may bless thee 

alway. 


